Item 8: Florida'sFirst MagnitudeBA- ManateeSpringsAddition

ITEM 8:

Vote on whether to amend the Florida’s First Magnitude Springs Florida Forever Project
Boundary to add five parcels totaling approximately 486 acres in Levy County with a tax
assessed market value of $1,745,229.

LOCATION:
Levy County
DSL STAFF REMARKS:

The Manatee Springs Addition amendment, proposed by the Alachua Conservation Trust, adds
five parcels in Levy County, totaling approximately 486 acres to the Florida’s First Magnitude
Springs Florida Forever project. The property consists of three parcels owned by the Alachua
Conservation Trust (ACT) and two parcels owned by the North America Land Co. (NALC). The
five parcels have a combined tax assessed value of $1,745,229.

The five parcels are adjacent to Manatee Springs State Park (MSSP) and within the Optimum
Boundary included in the 2018 MSSP Unit Management Plan. All landowners have been
contacted and are willing sellers. If acquired, the Division of Recreation and Parks has confirmed
the parcels would be managed as part of MSSP. The parcels lie above approximately 2.5 miles of
the Manatee Springs Cave System. These properties would provide critical protection for
groundwater resources that supply Manatee Springs and would strengthen landscape connectivity
to Fowlers Bluff Conservation Area within the Lower Suwanee National Wildlife Refuge and a
series of conservation easements to the south managed by the Suwanee River Water
Management District. The properties are within Priority 1 of the Florida Ecological Greenways
Network.

The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcels total less
than 1,000 acres, have a tax assessed value of less than $2 million, and are less than 10% of the
size of the overall project to which it is being added. The proposal area should be designated as
essential.

Project History:

The Florida’s First Magnitude Springs project, spanning across 17 counties, was added to the
CARL Priority List in 1990. The project stretches from Walton County in the northwestern
panhandle to Lake County in central Florida. The Florida’s First Magnitude Springs project
contains springs, rare plants and animals, and some of the best remaining scrub habitat along
Florida’s west coast. The project is designed to preserve land around springs and karst windows
to protect these unique geological features and the Floridian Aquifer from commercial,
residential and agricultural runoff, clearcutting and mining, and unsupervised recreation.

The Florida’s First Magnitude Springs project includes over 16,965 acres with 6,040 acres
remaining. The tax assessed value for this project’s remaining acres to be acquired is
$282,989,305 (per property appraiser information from 2019). The Florida’s First Magnitude
Springs project is ranked number one in the Partnerships and Regional Incentives category on the
2022 Florida Forever Priority List.
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